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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed 4/9/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ramfelt 
et al. (US 6108338), hereafter Ramfelt. 

Regarding claim 1, Ramfelt discloses: 

A method of optimizing packet flow in a ring stackable network architecture, 
comprising: 

implementing in a ring network including a plurality of switches; (See Fig. 1, 
which shows a ring network with a plurality of switches.) 

setting a plurality of interruption points each at a location farthest from a unique 
one of the switches; dividing a packet output path of each switch into two different 
transfer paths; (See Col. 7 line 61 - Col. 8 line 1 1 . Since the calculation to determine 
whether to send packets along the counter clockwise or clockwise path is made by 
determining which path is shorter, an "interruption" point is created at the midpoint of 
each segment. There are clearly two different transfer paths, one is clockwise and one 
is counter clockwise.) 
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selecting either transfer path based on an initialization when one of the switches 
is about to send a packet to the other switch; and (Col. 7 line 61 - Col. 8 line 1 1) 

sending the packet from one switch to the other switch along the selected 
transfer path, thereby achieving purposes of optimizing flow and fully utilizing available 
bandwidth. (Col. 7 line 61 - Col. 8 line 11) 

Regarding claim 2, Ramfelt discloses: 

wherein each switch comprises a first stacking port and a second stacking port, 
(see Fig. 1 , each node contains at least a first and second port to each path.) 
Regarding claim 3, Ramfelt discloses: 

wherein with respect to the packet output path of each switch one transfer path is 
set as a first transfer path and the other transfer path is set as a second transfer path 
prior to the initialization, removing one switch, or adding a switch. (One of the rings is 
set as one direction, and one of the rings is set as an opposite direction prior to 
initialization. (See abstract) 

Regarding claim 4, Ramfelt discloses: 

wherein the first transfer path is coupled to the first stacking port and the second 
transfer path is coupled to the second stacking port. (One ring is coupled to one output 
port, and the other ring is coupled to the second output port. (See Fig. 1) 

Regarding claim 5, Ramfelt discloses: 

wherein a correct one of the first and second stacking ports is selected for a 
packet based on the initialization when a first computer coupled to one switch is about 
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to send the packet to a second computer coupled to the other switch. (Col. 7 line 61 - 
Col. 8 line 11) 

Regarding claim 6, Ramfelt discloses: 

wherein each switch comprises a path determination software or chip so that 
when a first computer coupled to one switch is about to send a packet to a second 
computer coupled to the other switch, the path determination software or chip is 
adapted to compare and select a correct one of the first and second stacking ports and 
a correct one of the transfer paths based on a destination of the packet prior to transfer. 
(Col. 7 line 61 - Col. 8 line 1 1 ) 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 4/9/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Ramfelt does not disclose a single ring network. This 
limitation is not found in the claims. 

Further, Applicant argues that Ramfelt does not disclose setting an interruption 
point, dividing the path, and selecting the path. The Examiner is interpreting 
"interruption point" as a point which is the furthest part of the network. Since 
Ramfelt determines the shorter distance based on the location of the ring, it 
meets the limitations of claim 1 . In Ramfelt, the ring is divided into an outer and 
inner ring path, then it is chosen which to use based off of the "interruption point" 
as described above. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL E. KEEFER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1591 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MEK 7/14/2008 

/Joseph E. Avellino/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2146 


